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souls; and we earnestly requested of you a communication of the doc- 
uments which you had already published. 

Since then the Society of Christian Morals has formed within itself 
a Committee of Peace, in order to participate more effectually in the 
beneficence of this powerful appeal made to all civilized nations. It 
has done more; aided by the benevolent intervention of its friends of 
the Peace Society at London, it has opened, the last year, a discussion 
upon the means of advancing and obtaining the benefits of universal 
and permanent peace. 

Seventeen documents have been issued. This exposition gives prom- 
ise of brilliant results, and a prize of 1000 frs. together with gold and 
silver medals, will probably be distributed. 

The Society of Christian Morals, which thus devotes itself, like the 
noble Societies of Boston, London and Geneva, to the diffusion of in- 
terests most dear to humanity, deems it a duty to inform you of its 
labors; and it will esteem itself happy to receive in return, any inter- 
esting communications of your very honorable Peace Society in Bos- 
ton. 

We have learned with grief, the death of the venerable William 
Ladd. In the first number of our periodical will appear a very just 
tribute of regret to his memory. 

The Society wishes to forward to you punctually the regular numbers 
of its journal ; but it is yet ignorant, at this distance, whether they have 
come to you with regularity. The present, for greater safety, will 
come to you in duplicate. 

Permit me, in conclusion, to present to you, Gentlemen, the mani- 
festation of the great sympathy, and to give the fellowship of the 
Society of Christian Morals, and I would add, on my own part, the 
expression of my very humble respect. 

Your very sincere and very obedient servant, 

Charles Malo, General Secretary. 



AN INTERNATIONAL PEACE JOURNAL. 

From George M. Gibes, Esq., a countryman of our own now 
residing in Paris, but educated at the oldest university in New Eng- 
land, and favorably known to some of our friends as a scholar, and a 
philanthropist, we have just received several documents on this subject, 
the substance of which we lay before our readers as an item of intelli- 
gence interesting to the friends of peace in this country, and a new- 
proof, among many others, of the pacific direction which the public 
mind is taking through Christendom. We know not what progress has 
yet been made towards the execution of this project ; but its object 
must, as soon as known, meet with decided favor from all intelligent 
patriots, philanthropists and Christians. We commend it to the atten- 
tion of our readers, and hope its distinguished originators and support- 
ers may soon meet with signal success in so important a scheme for 
the promotion of international justice, peace and philanthropy. 



1842.] An International Peace Journal. 189 

PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OP A DAILY JOURNAL IN THE FRENCH LANGUAGE, 
AT PARIS, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF HIS EXCELLENCY HENRY WHEATON, DR. JOHN 
BOWRING, AND M. DE LAHARTINE, FOB THE PURPOSES, 

1st Of promoting peace, and international philanthropy. 

2dly. Of fostering and strengthening the alliance between England 
and France, and, as connected therewith, the amicable relations of 
both countries with the United States of America. 

3dly. Of advancing the interests of England and America upon the 
continent of Europe, and those of France generally. 

An organ in the capital of continental Europe, for representing the 
interests of England and America, and for facilitating the communica- 
tion of the people of both countries with those of France in particular, 
is a desideratum to which sufficient importance has not been attached. 

Projected upon a larger scale than any paper now existing in Paris, 
and organized under the direction of individuals already distinguished 
for their disinterested benevolence and enlightened views, as express- 
ed in their respective writings upon international law, liberal institu- 
tions, and commercial policy, the great cause of civilization must be 
signally promoted by its extensive circulation. It is not too much, 
indeed, to anticipate, that the benignant principles intended to be 
propagated through its medium, may lead to the formation of leagues 
for the exercise of brotherly affections between nations, such as are 
now found inoperative. The application of the true principles of 
international law, the abolition of the African slave-trade, and of pira- 
cy, with the extinction of maritime war itself, are dependent mainly 
upon the active concert of the three powers in question. 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLAN. 

To the prospectus is appended a long letter from Henry Wheaton, 
our minister to Prussia, in which he says, " I fully concur in your views 
as to the establishment of the proposed journal, the objects to be pro- 
moted by it, and the means by which they are to be accomplished." This 
unequivocal endorsement of the project is followed by a series of argu- 
ments in its favor. 

PECUNIARY CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE JOURNAL. 

The amount to be subscribed, in shares of 1,000 francs each, is 
600,000 francs ; which will be distributed in as equal proportions as 
may be in the three countries. The subscriptions not to be called for, 
until the whole amount is engaged. 

As regards the profits likely to accrue from a journal, such as that 
contemplated, it may be sufficient to state, that one of the leading 
newspapers in Paris is estimated to derive a net annual revenue very 
nearly equal to its original cost, and is now valued at from six to seven 
millions of francs; and that the shares of another, which were sub- 
scribed for at one thousand francs each, have since been sold for up- 
wards of two hundred thousand francs, and are now valued at one hun- 
dred and sixty thousand francs each. 

Neither of the above journals has more than eight thousand subscri- 
bers who receive the paper, and their circulation out of France is 
inconsiderable ; whereas it may be calculated, that an organ, of the 
character now projected, will be received generally, wherever the 
French language is understood. 

None of the parties engaged in establishing this journal have any 
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pecuniary interest in its success ; and their services, and the expenses 
incurred in promoting it, are entirely gratuitous. 

To the President and Executive Committee of the Jim. Peace Society: 

Gentlemen, — The exertions of the Peace Societies, for the estab- 
lishment of a Congress of Nations, having failed as yet to obtain the 
support of the American government, and those of Europe being equal- 
ly blind to the true interests of humanity, I take the liberty of submit- 
ting to your consideration, a proposal for the creation of a journal, by 
means of which, it is believed, that not only the great object of peace 
will be promoted, but also that, by propagating the arguments already 
adduced by American philanthropists in favor of a Congress of Na- 
tions for redressing national griefs without a resort to war, the influ- 
ential men throughout Europe may be finally persuaded of the efficacy 
of the system, and popular feeling be brought to advocate its adoption. 

The power of the daily press is familiar to us all ; but its utility 
would be immeasurably increased were guarantees provided against its 
perversion to ignoble purposes ; were its impartiality in the discussion 
of international disputes secured, and the promulgation of truth made 
not only an interest, but a necessary condition of its existence. To 
attain such a combination, is the aim of the project for an international 
journal, which it is proposed to establish at the central point of Euro- 
pean intelligence and reform ; at the spot whence emanate the doc- 
trines by which the policy of most European governments is more or 
Jess controlled, in the midst of the freest, most impressible, and most 
warlike people upon the continent of Europe. 

The press in France is the great lever of its government, of its po- 
litical factions, and private monopolists. Unlike the same engine in 
England and the United States, where its force depends in a great 
degree upon its accord with public sentiment, here it is itself the ex- 
citing and directing power. The public receive their impressions, and 
form their opinions mainly in conformity with the doctrines proposed 
for them through this medium; and which doctrines, when coinciding 
with the national propensities, such as that of war, are hurried into 
execution with irresistible extravagance. It was but recently, that, 
upon the occasion of a slight, if not an imaginary aggression from the 
other great powers, the party in the ascendency here, guided by mo- 
tives which it is unnecessary to refer to now, but which were not cer- 
tainly in conformity with the true interests of the nation, gave the war- 
cry through their subsidized organs, to a tranquil, contented and labo- 
rious people, constituting more than nineteen-twentieths of the entire 
mass ; and by means of magnified representations of the griefs of 
France, and reiterated appeals to their prejudices against an ancient 
enemy, they roused a spirit, which was well nigh bursting the barriers 
of peace, and involving all Christendom once more in the horrors of 
war and revolution. 

Even the enlightened organ of the king himself, a monarch who 
prides himself upon being entitled the "Napoleon of Peace," stifled its 
own convictions, and became the advocate of measures directly leading 
to an appeal to arms. This system was considered policy ; — policy, in- 
dispensable to the salvation of the dynasty. A clamor in favor of 
violent resistance had been got up ; and it was decreed, that the mon- 
arch could not figure in the rear ; in other words, among the rational 
portion of the community. Where was then the power to stay this 



1842.] An International Peace Journal. 191 

outbreak of folly and passion, this propaganda of war through the 
sources of popular instruction? There was none sufficiently influen- 
tial to check the false impulse given ; and had not an unforeseen con- 
tingency arisen, which placed the crown and the ministry in open 
discord, so as to allow the former to exercise its own discretion, peace 
would not have been preserved. 

At the present moment, every journal in the capital, with the excep- 
tion of two of those considered as organs of the ministry, are stamped 
with hatred to England. This fresh excitement is caused by the sig- 
nature of the quintuple treaty for the suppression of the slave-trade. It 
is urged that England's only motive is, to promote her maritime as- 
cendency, as her abolition of slavery was, to ruin other slave-growing 
interests, and thus advance those of her eastern possessions; that human- 
ity practised towards the black race, is a mere cloak for perpetuating 
her means of aggression, and commercial aggrandizement. Specious 
writers, both with us, and in France (some from mistaken, and others 
from insidious views), reason, that because the British government is 
deaf to the cries of trie hungry at home, and to those of the oppressed 
in Ireland, the charity expressed by the people through their govern- 
ment for the African race, is hypocritical and interested; beciuse 
that charity is not universal, it is false ! 

But who among us is charitable at all times, and to all people ? Is 
the impulse to be discredited, because it is partial, precarious or fashion- 
able even ? Was our late sympathy for the Greeks destitute of all true 
sentiment, because there are many in our own pine barrens, enfeebled 
for want of wholesome food ? Charity may be misplaced, or directed to 
exclusive objects. The horrors of the slave-trade, set forth by eloquent 
writers, have struck the popular sympathy in England, and the govern- 
ment is but the instrument for effecting the designs of a numerous 
class of truly benevolent men. Admitting that the government takes 
advantage of this bias to advance the national interests, is it cause 
that the passions of a neighboring people be roused to hostile demon- 
stration? Such, however, is the object, and effort of the public jour- 
nals in France at this time, most of which, being systematically oppos- 
ed to the existing administration, make the subject of the treaty a 
pretext for their opposition ; and then, to further party ends, they set 
in danger the peace of the world. 

This same engine may, upon similar principles, be brought to bear 
upon our own country, as it was upon the occasion of the treaty of 
indemnity of 1831, when nineteen-twentieths of its force was directed 
to an overthrow of the administration, not on account of the treaty, 
but by means of it, and this with perfect disregard as to the imminence 
of hostilities arising out of their triumph. As physical preparation in 
time of peace has heretofore been deemed the best security against 
the danger of war, so in the present age, is the timely voice of reason, 
friendly discussion, and kind persuasion, through the organs to which 
all classes have easy and habitual access, the most suitable means for 
allaying the germs of international animosity, and diverting the pre- 
judices of different nations from hostile contact 

The subject of an international Congress and Court of Nations for 
the suppression of war, has been little discussed by the continental 
press, and, like other easy ameliorations of a rooted evil, will be re- 
garded as chimerical, until appropriate and frequent explanations as 
to its practicability be brought to act upon public opinion. The pro- 
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posed journal is believed to be a necessary precursor of such a con- 
vention ; for even were your exertions to induce our own government 
to take the initiatory steps, a more active and expansive instrument 
than diplomacy would be requisite to awaken the more tardy intelli- 
gence of continental Europe. 

An American Athenaeum has been established in Paris for the 
purpose (amor.j others) of cementing the amicable relations between 
the old and the new world, and with the prospective view of its leading 
to the creation of some journal corresponding to the plan of that pro- 
posed. Your approbation of this plan, however, would no doubt more 
speedily conduce to its establishment 

With regard to the reasons for adopting the peculiar organization 
presented to your consideration, in preference to any other, it will give 
me great pleasure to detail them more fully, should you desire it ; and 
this may be best done by your submitting such objections or difficul- 
ties as you may apprehend. It may be sufficient, at present, to 
observe, 1st, that it is only a first rate journal which would obtain the 
patronage of the intelligent and wealthy, with whom it would be the 
main object to communicate ; 2dly, that it must embrace politics and 
general literature, &c, in order to obtain any subscribers at all in 
France ; and 3dly, that, if printed in the English language, or in the 
special interests of America, it would be equally unsupported by an 
adequate number of subscribers. 

The three individuals, who have consented to direct the general 
policy of the journal proposed, believe fully in the efficacy of the plan, 
for the purpose set forth in the prospectus. They have no motives of 
gain or ambition, but agree to act as supervisors of the editor, gratuitous- 
ly. This editor would be one of the most eminent among the French 
publicists ; and it is believed, that those who become the proprietors, 
would make a most profitable investment The prospectus, however, is 
merely thrown out in the hope that some philanthropic society or individ- 
ual may approve the plan suggested, and take measures for its execution. 

The knowledge of your zealous efforts to engage the national gov- 
ernment to advance the great cause of peace, has suggested to me the 
idea, that this organ might be made a temporary, though incomplete, 
substitute for a Congress of Nations, and conduce essentially to its 
final adoption. 

I have, therefore, ventured to appeal to you (having no interest in 
its success, which is not common to you all), whether it is not worthy 
of your mature consideration, to examine into the policy of organizing 
a daily paper in this emporium of civilization (so called) which shall be 
necessarily independent of all parties and private interests, subservi- 
ent to the views of no one nation, and promulgating the sentiments of 
three individuals, selected to represent the three most active and pro- 
gressive communities in Christendom ; with the privilege of free dis- 
cussion on the part of the one representing the minority. 

The system is far from being perfect ; your reflections and correc- 
tions would doubtless render it more perfect ; and, under your auspices, 
it is reasonable to hope, that the funds necessary for its establishment 
may be raised in our own country, so soon as the present embarrass- 
ments are dispelled. 

I have the honor to be, Gentlemen, with perfect respect, your obedi- 
ent servant, Geoegjk M. Gibes, of South Carolina. 

Paris, March 17, 1842. 



